
Fall Events Begin 

The Philippian 
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church of Hastings, Minnesota 

Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 

 

March  2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, March 20 

8:30 and 10:30 am worship 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 24 

7:00 pm worship w/First Communion 

 

Good Friday, March 25 

9:30 am Family Worship 

5:00 pm Ecumenical Service 

@ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 

Easter Sunday, March 27 

 7:00, 8:30 and 10:30 am worship 

8:00-10:30 am Pie Breakfast 

9:40 am Multi-Generational  

Sunday School Event 
 

Holy Week 
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Which one of you having a 

hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave 

the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the 

one that lost until he finds it? 

When he has found it, he 

lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. 

Luke 15:4 from the Gospel 

for the 4th Sunday in Lent 
 

Lost. Lost and in trouble. Being lost is not fun. Whether 

you are a small child who has wandered away from the 

protective nearness of a parent while at a department 

store or as an adult in a strange city trying to figure out 

how to find your way to an unfamiliar address only to find 

one way streets and construction forcing you farther from 

where you “think” you should be heading. The feeling of 

being “lost” and in trouble is a feeling that penetrates your 

very bones.  
 

Lost. Lost and in trouble. As Martin Luther stated in his 

explanation to the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, 

each of us is, by nature, “a lost and condemned person” 

before God. The parable of the lost sheep does not apply 

first of all to someone “out there.” It applies to each of us. 
 

Found. Found and safe. My Good Shepherd has hunted me 

down, time and time again, out there on my own. My 

Good Shepherd has reached for me when I was caught in 

the brambles of my own pride and stubbornness. My 

Good Shepherd has picked me up, dirty and smelly and 

not even aware of how much danger I was in. My Good 

Shepherd has cared for me when the wounds and worries 

of life have bruised and battered my soul. My Good 

Shepherd has claimed me, kept me, brought me back. 
 

Lent is a time when we are forced to reckon with our 

“lostness”. As the prophet Isaiah so eloquently puts it, “All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way.” (Is. 53 6) Left to our own devices, we would 

have no hope. We would perish.  
 

But thanks be to God we have a Good Shepherd. It is on 

Jesus whom God has laid “the iniquity of us all.” It is Jesus 

who is willing to face the cross and death so that we might 

not be lost forever. It is Jesus who found us and claimed 

us and reconciled us to God. He became lost and forsaken 

for our sakes. He conquered the power of sin and death 

for us.  
 

If you are feeling lost and in trouble, know that your good 

shepherd is diligently searching for you and will not rest 

until he rescues you and restores you. You are loved, and 

you are precious in the eyes of your shepherd and Lord.  

It is my sincere hope that each of you will be able to 

participate in our Midweek Lenten services our services of 

Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Our Lenten journey this 

year is coming to a triumphant climax, and it will be 

through our shared worship experiences that together we 

will again witness that God’s steadfast love endures 

forever Thanks be to God! 
  

 

 

TEEN TALK 
 

Isaiah 30:15 

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the 

Holy One of Israel, says: “In 

repentance and rest is your salvation, 

in quietness and trust is your 

strength, but you would have none of 

it.” 
 

My mom says I’ve been busy since before I was born, so 

it’s definitely in my nature to want to be active. My 

calendar fills up faster now than it ever has before. With 

three kids, a husband, family, friends, work, volunteering, 

school, and this fantastic world I call my life, I find ‘busy’ is 

just a way of life. It’s not a bad thing to be busy. There are 

loads of Bible scriptures about the value of hard work and 

good work, learning, teaching, and caring for others. We 

need worthwhile work for learning and growing—it’s 

good to have purpose and to be responsible in taking care 

of our families and each other. 
 

This Lenten season, I’m adding one more thing to my 

schedule—quiet time with God. I have loud, fun, jump, and 

laugh time with God—praising our Lord with joyful noise 

is a favorite of mine. I’m also adding in quiet time with 

God to my kids’ schedules. They get awesome loud praise 

time at the musical and Sunday School—amazing times 

they treasure, and times that I am grateful for. In those 

times, they get some quiet as well, because the leaders 

know they need it. 
 

My kids might grumble a little to start, asking why they 

need to be quiet while they are reading or listening to a 

devotion or Bible story. They might look at me like I’m a 

little nuts when I tell them I’m having my teenage friends 

do the same over Lent, but if salvation is found in 

repentance and rest, and quietness and trust are our 

strength, then those things need to be on the schedule, 

and Lent is a great place to start.   
 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken, Youth Ministry Coordinator  
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PRESCHOOL CHATTER… 
 

Celebrating 30 years!  
 

We hope everyone had a nice 

Valentine’s Day (or as the kids say 

Valentimes).  February was a very 

busy month for the ELC; we had 

copious amounts of visitors. 

 

Special thanks to Trista for teaching 

our classes some cool dance moves, Tracy for showing us 

all how to relax with some yoga and to Doctors, Ronning, 

Hauck and Orr for teaching us how to keep our bodies 

healthy and happy.  The children really enjoy seeing new 

friends in the classrooms.   

 

Having all of these visitors reminds me to check in with 

this great congregation to see if anyone would ever like to 

show off their talents with our preschoolers.  If you have a 

talent you would like to share with us please let me know. 

We would love to set up a day you could come in and 

read, bake, build etc.  

 

On February 11 and 12 we held our annual Valentines 

parties.  The children passed out cards to one another, 

played games and ended the day with a pizza party.  A 

good time was had by all!  

 

In March we look forward to planning our Family Fun 

night and book fair which will be held on Friday, April 22.  

We will have carnival games, silent auction and popcorn.  

If you would like to help out we are asking for donations 

in the form of prizes for the games.  We are looking for 

candy, pencils, stickers, match box cars, girls head bands, 

tattoos etc.  If you would be interested in running a game, 

face painting, helping in the popcorn room just let me 

know. 

 

I am very grateful for all the support the wonderful 

congregation of St. Philip’s gives to the Early Learning 

Center. 

  

Kim Sill 

ELC Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Sunday, March 13 

 

 

Thank You!   
 

A sincere thank you from Visitation and Funeral Planning 

Coordinators from Kathy Stockman and Glenda Schnirring 

to all members and St. Philip’s staff who responded when 

asked and helped make the January visitations and funerals 

of Carol Glade and Joan Caillier be orderly, welcoming, 

and reverent gatherings.  

 

 Friends and family came in great numbers to show their 

support and sympathy to the Carol Glade family and the 

family of Joan Caillier Egeberg.  

 

Over 500 people were served a luncheon on the days of 

the two funerals and several hundred more attended the 

visitations held the day before the funerals.   

 

The preparation for a funeral begins immediately following 

the notice of a passing.  Phone calls for food donations, 

room set- up, serving and clean up, needs several dozen 

individuals when a large crowd is expected.  Many of you 

did this without hesitation and we thank you.   

 

Thank you so much also for the labor intensive church set 

up that needed to happen following a worship on a 

Sunday. We are proud to have a beautiful facility with 

bountiful space for all to come and honor a passed friend. 

Pastor Geier’s hands- on help and advice plus the 

officiating of the services were appreciated and 

memorable for all.  

 

Kathy Stockman and Glenda Schnirring  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Thank you to my St. Philip’s Family for all the prayers, cards, 

visits and concerns while I was hospitalized. 

 

Merle Arndtson 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL REHEARSALS FOR 

MARCH: 

Wednesday, March 2: 5:00-6:15 pm 

Friday, March 4:  10:30 am-2:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 9:  5:00-6:15 pm 

Friday, March 11:  5:00-6:30 pm 

Saturday, March 12:  2:30-4:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 16:  5:00-6:15 pm 

Saturday, March 19:  10:30 am-2:30 pm 

Monday, March 28:  2:00-5:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 30:  4:45-6:15 pm 
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- AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 

Ken Langenfeld and family as they mourn the death of 

Ken’s brother Pat. 

 

Congratulations to… 

Russell and Michelle Sobiech on their 5th wedding 

anniversary on March 14. 

Dean and Lori Wurgler on their 20th wedding 

anniversary on March 20. 

Jamie and Nina Meyer on their 1st wedding anniversary 

on March 21. 

Dennis and Elvina Harder on their 53rd wedding 

anniversary on March 23. 

Norm and Lenora Holtorf on their 65th wedding 

anniversary on March 30. 

 

 

IT’S NEW MEMBER CLASS TIME - People 

interested in St. Philip’s membership meet for the first 

time February 28, with a tour of the building and some 

background information about the congregation. 
 

The second and last session will be March 13 which will 

include the completion of a membership data form.  This 

session begins at 11:45 am on March 13 and goes until 

1:00 pm which includes a delicious lunch.  
 

Please tell people you know who are considering St. 

Philip’s that coming to this session would be their start.  
 

St. Philip’s will receive new members at either worship 

service on Sunday, April 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER MUCH PRAYER, CONVERSATION AND 

REFLECTION, our council decided to offer Stephanie 

Becken full-time employment as Director of Children, 

Youth and Family 

Ministries. Even better 

news is that Stephanie 

accepted! Stephanie has 

been serving St. Philip’s in 

a part-time position as 

Coordinator of Youth 

Ministries since last fall. After Joe Russell resigned last 

month from his position, Pastor Geier, along with our 

Human Resources Ministry Team and our church council 

determined that our family of faith would be best served 

by combining many of the responsibilities of the two part-

time positions. 
 

In order for the various ministries serving all of our 

children and youth to be strong as possible, we will need a 

great deal of support from members who have a passion 

for Jesus and working with young people of all ages. 

Stephanie will be coordinating and facilitating programs 

and events and equipping lay volunteers to make our 

ministries the very best they can be.  
 

Stephanie will be installed at both worship services on 

February 28. Please come and celebrate as we move 

forward together in ministry and share with Stephanie 

how you would like to help our children and youth grow 

in their faith! 

 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER REGISTRATION.  

The Early Learning Center offers pre-registration for the 

2016-17 school year is open. St. Philip’s Early Learning 

Center provides a Christian-based, non-denominational 

preschool program for 3-5 year olds.  We offer half-day 

classes with sessions held Monday/Wednesday/Friday a.m., 

Monday/Wednesday/ Friday Extended Day, 

Tuesday/Thursday am and Tuesday/Thursday pm.  We are 

open to families of the entire Hastings area community.   

 

Registration materials are available in the church office and 

from Kim Sill, preschool director.  They are also available 

by download at the preschool website 

www.spelcpreschool.com.  For more information, please 

call Kim Sill at 437-6541, or email her at 

hastingselc@yahoo.com. 

 

 

WE NEED YOU! Worship leaders (greeters, ushers, 

lectors, communion assistants, etc.) are needed, especially 

for the 7:00 am Easter sunrise service.  Please sign up on 

the kiosk or contact Lori Best at loribest1@gmail.com. 

Pictured is Joe Rowan and sons Danny and Tommy  

who were the sponsor family for Brendan and Dan Holm 

who are pictured wearing name tags.  The Holms joined  

St. Philip’s two years ago. 

http://www.spelcpreschool.com/
mailto:hastingselc@yahoo.com
mailto:loribest1@gmail.com
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COME TO MID-WEEK LENTEN 

SERVICES! 

The Gifts of the Cross 

This year, Pastor Geier is using chapters 

from Max Lucado’s book He Chose the 

Nails as the source, (along with the Bible 

of course,) for our Lenten sermons. 

Each week we will hear a message that will focus on one 

of the often-overlooked gifts of the cross. Whether it is 

the crown of thorns or the spit of the soldiers or the 

nails, this time of worship will help you to see all of these 

things in a new light and help you grow in your faith 

journey. 

 

We will again be using the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer 

for our worship liturgy.  Please make this a special time of 

worship Wednesdays March 2, 9 and 16 at 7:00 pm.  
 

 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY CONTINUES.  The book 

study is on The Naked Now: Learning to See as the Mystics 

See by Richard Rohr.  Lisa Bergert is leading this year's 

book study along with members from the Adult Spiritual 

Growth committee after Lenten Worship 7:45-9:00 pm.  

In The Naked Now author Rohr, a global leader in spiritual 

awakening, helps you recognize the forces (such as ego 

resistance and dual thinking) that separate you from your 

deeper self.  Then, drawing from the Gospels and the 

greatest Christian contemplatives, he shows you what it 

means to be spiritually awake."  Each person in the group 

is to buy their own book.   

 

If you missed the first two sessions catch up on your 

reading and come join the group!  All are welcome!  The 

March reading assignments are: 

March 2: Chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14 (pages 84-115) 

March 9:  Chapters 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 (pages 116-

142) 

March 16: Chapters 20, 21, 22 and Appendices: Practicing 

the Naked Now (pages 143-183) 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY DRAWS LARGE NUMBERS 

St. Philip’s members and visitors numbering 187 gathered 

on Ash Wednesday for the imposition of ashes, the 

receiving of communion, and an Ash Wednesday message 

from Pastor Geier.   

 

The worship hour service bearing the theme “from ashes 

we have come and from ashes we will return” was 

delivered by Pastor Geier.  Using the book, “He Chose the 

Nails” by Mark Lucado, throughout Lent, Pastor Geier will 

bring the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice into new light.   

 

TULIPS AND MUMS will be available for 

purchase to decorate the Sanctuary for the Easter 

Garden.  The cost is $10.50.  Please sign up on the 

Kiosk and remit payment in the envelopes 

provided into the offering plate or office.  Deadline 

is March 14. 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT CANDY DONATIONS 

NEEDED.   Bags of small, wrapped pieces of Easter candy 

or mini candy bars for the egg hunt on Easter Sunday.  

Candy should fit into a plastic egg. Donations may be 

placed in the marked bin near the church office.  Contact 

Kathy Luedtke 651-438-3544 with any questions.   

 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST - March 27  

8:00-10:30 Pie Breakfast 

Something delicious for your Easter morning fellowship.  

Homemade pies, made by SPLC youth, will be available by 

the slice with coffee and milk. A $2 per slice donation is 

suggested. All proceeds benefit the Youth Fund to 

supplement summer scholarships and travel costs.  

 

 

FIRST COMMUNION - If you have a 

son or daughter who is not yet receiving 

the sacrament of Holy Communion and 

has expressed an interest in participating 

in this part of our faith life, come meet at 

St. Philip’s two Saturday mornings on 

March 12 and 19 at 9:00 am. These two 

workshops for parents and their children will serve to 

begin a conversation about this gift of God’s love. As 

parents, you can then decide if this is the right time for 

your son and/or daughter to begin receiving Holy 

Communion. We will acknowledge first communicants 

and their families on Maundy Thursday, March 28. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, March 20:  8:30 and 10:30 am worship 

Maundy Thursday, March 24:  7:00 pm worship w/First 

Communion 

Good Friday, March 25:  9:30 am Family Worship 

5:00 pm Ecumenical Service @ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Easter Sunday, March 27:  7:00, 8:30 and 10:30 am 

worship 

8:00-10:30 am Pie Breakfast 

9:40 am Multi-Generational Sunday School Event 
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SIMPSON SHELTER MEAL SHARING.  We are 

excited to once again take a group of our confirmation 

students and interested adults to Simpson Shelter, March 

4.  We are looking for your help in feeding 125 homeless 

men and women at the shelter.  Simpson Shelter is open 

to homeless men and women each evening from 6 pm 

until 7 am the next morning.   

 

We are looking for food to feed these men and women 

and to that end would ask again for your help in providing.  

We are looking for hot dishes, salads, bread and desserts 

for the meal.  The last time we served, the group was very 

excited about the variety of dishes we had for them.   

 

There will is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk for you to let us 

know you will be helping us with food and/or going with 

us to provide help for the evening.  We will be setting up, 

serving the meal and cleaning up before we return home. 

 

We will leave the church at 4 pm on March 4 and look 

forward to your prayers as well as your help with the 

meal!  Thank you in advance for your generous help.  If 

you have questions, please give Pastor Gordon a call. 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH IS 

ENTERING INTO a “friendly” competition with our 

brothers and sisters down 

the street at Hastings 

United Methodist Church. 

It seems that Pastor Chris 

Kneen thinks that their 

community of faith can 

collect more money and 

non-perishable food items 

for Hastings Family Service than we can here at St. Philip’s. 

To top it off, they are so certain that they were willing to 

wager that the pastor of the church with the lower 

amount of donations will receive a pie in the face.  

 

For the record, I know in my heart that we can collect 

WAY more donations that our neighbors at down the 

street. Furthermore, Pastor Kneen would look much 

better with pie on his face than I would. (I would probably 

have to take an extra day off just to get it out of my 

beard!) So on behalf of our hungry sisters and brothers in 

the greater Hastings area I entreat you to make donations 

of cash or non-perishable food items throughout the 

month of March and bring them here to St. Philip’s. Plus 

do you really want to listen to your Methodist friends and 

neighbors make fun of your pastor with pie on his face? (I 

hope you answered, “No.”) 

 

Pastor Geier 

 

Sundays in the 

Learning Room 9:40-

10:25 am  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 6: Part Two: Water Conservation for the 

Remaining 21st Century.  Chuck Clanton will host. 

Explore what is currently being done in water supply 

management, conservation, and use efficiency.  Further 

questions, issues, and concerns.  What are your 

suggestions? Bring your coffee, questions, and concerns 

for this lively forum!   

 
March 13:  Part Three: Water Conservation for the 

Remaining 21st Century. Chuck Clanton will host. 

Reminder to set clocks ahead one hour.  Daylight Saving 

Time begins! 

 
March 20:  Easter Traditions:  What traditions surround 

Easter in your family?  (PALM SUNDAY AND FIRST DAY 

OF SPRING!)  

 
March 27: Multi-generational Easter event. The Adult 

Spiritual Growth and Faith Formation Committees invite 

you and your family to an Easter egg hunt and other 

Easter fun for everyone to enjoy! 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS THIS MONTH. You are 

encouraged to engage in weekly sermon preparation.  

Your worship experience can be greatly enhanced by 

reading and studying the scripture lessons in advance.  

Take the time to read ahead and see how God's Word 

speaks to you. 
 

March 6 March 13 

Joshua 5:9-12  Isaiah 43:16-21  

2 Corinthians 5:16-21  Philippians 3:4b-14 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 John 12:1-8 

 

March 20 March 24 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Exodus 12:1-14 

Philippians 2:5-11 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Luke 22:15-23:56 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

March 25 March 27 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Acts 10:34-43 

Hebrews 10:16-25 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

John 18:1-19:42 Luke 24:1-12 
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ITALIAN DINNER - Saturday, March 12 Doors open at 

5:30 pm, dinner served at 6:00 

pm. Dinner, dessert, music, and 

silent auction. 
 

Tickets are on sale now, for the 

annual Italian Dinner. This year, 

the proceeds help the families of 

the Sr. High students going to 

Chicago for a long weekend of service, education, and 

fellowship. The planned service projects in Chicago circle 

heavily around food ministry, so enjoying a delicious 

dinner with our community makes this fundraiser extra 

special. 
 

Adults:  $10 

Children:  $5 

New this year: Sponsor a ticket for Hastings Family 

Service, and they will give them out to community 

members in need.  

 

 

SILENT AUCTION - Silent Auctions items needed! 

Are you crafty? Canny? Bakey? Garden-y? Carvy? 

Recreation-y? Put together a basket to fit the theme of 

what you enjoy! Proceeds from the silent auction benefit 

the students going to Chicago in summer of 2016. This 

special mission trip will include feeding hundreds of 

homeless people, and giving students an opportunity to 

see how large communities battle homelessness and 

hunger. Please deliver your donation to St. Philip’s before 

March 5. Contact Stephanie Becken with any questions. 

Your donations are tax deductible and very appreciated. 

 

 

 

    March 26  

PIE BAKING 

            9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 

Students in 9th-12th grade are invited to bake pies in 

the church kitchen with congregation members. Please 

contact Stephanie Becken if you are interested in baking! 
 

Adult Pie Bakers Wanted! You know who you are—

that wonderful person always willing to bake a pie or 

special treat. You have got the skills that translate into a 

delicious treat every time. Please consider baking with the 

SPLC Sr. High students.  Adults would be asked to bring 

the recipes and supplies for at least 2 pies. These pies will 

be served Easter morning for the pie breakfast. All 

proceeds going to summer trip travel and scholarship. 6-

10 adults is a great number. Fruit and no-bake pies 

welcome!  Contact Stephanie Becken if you are interested 

in a fun morning of baking. 

 

Bible Camp:  2nd-12th Graders are invited to join 

together at Shores of St. Andrew and Green Lake Bible 

Camp June 19-24. God is on the Loose! Registrations can 

be found online at www.gllm.org or on the table near the 

Old Sanctuary. 
 

Chicago Missions:  June 23-26 Students finishing 9th 

grade and up are invited to travel to Chicago for a long 

weekend of food missions. Find out what it takes to feed 

Chicago’s homeless, tour the ELCA national headquarters, 

meet with the ELCA Youth Gathering planning committee, 

and much more. This quick trip is packed with meaningful 

ministry. Interested? Contact Stephanie Becken ASAP. 

Would you like to sponsor a student or one of our 

ministry events in Chicago? Let Stephanie know. 
 

Vacation Bible School: preschool-6th grade July 11-15 

More information to come, but get the dates on your 

calendar!  
 

Vacation Bible School:  Jr. and Sr. High Students do 

you love to serve? Or maybe you need service hours for 

confirmation or National Honors Society? Probably both! 

Students, please put Vacation Bible School on your 

calendar. Every year St. Philip’s serves nearly a hundred, if 

not more, youngsters in this exciting and fun faith building 

time, and it’s the ‘big kids’ who the little ones are always 

happy to see.  

 

 

FUNDRAISERS FOR SUMMER FELLOWSHIP, 

FUN AND SERVICE 

 Butter Braids: Delivered March 14. Student Sellers 

Please pick up Butter Braid order 4:30-6:30 pm 

 Gerten’s Flowers:  Starts March 27 

 Italian Dinner:  March 12 Tickets available now. 

 Easter Morning Pie Breakfast March 27: Free-will 

donations go to provide transportation for camp 

families, Chicago youth, and scholarships. Families of 

camp students are asked to help with this. Please 

contact Stephanie Becken if you are available to 

help with set up, service or tear down. 

http://www.gllm.org/
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MEET THIS MONTH’S St. Philip’s 

Very Important Volunteers - Bruce and 

Brenda Arndtson 

 

Bruce and Brenda have been 

volunteering together and individually 

since they were first married and new 

members of St. Philip’s. These days, you 

will often find them serving as worship 

coordinators or rolling up their sleeves 

to help with landscaping or in the church kitchen. 

 

They like being 

worship 

coordinators 

because “we 

feel we’re part 

of the 

operations of 

the church,” 

says Bruce. 

Brenda adds, 

"There are 

lots of options 

for behind-the-

scenes 

volunteering, 

too.” 

 

Both are long-

time members 

of the St. 

Philip’s adult handbells (formerly chimes) group. “We 

were scared at first, since we didn’t have musical 

backgrounds,” says Brenda, “but being in the group is 

great! If you have an interest in bells, join us!” 

 

Are you ready to be a worship volunteer? Call the church 

office and let us know how you would like be involved. 

 

 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT - The 

Early Learning Center would like 

your help.  On Friday, April 22, 

they will be having a Family Fun 

Night. 

 

They are seeking donations to use 

as prizes, (ideas: pencils, stickers, 

suckers, head bands, candy, fruit 

snacks, etc.) If you would like to donate leave your 

donations by my Kim Sill’s office door. 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY RESULTS - Every year 

on Super Bowl Sunday it is 

also Souper Bowl Sunday.  

Money raised is given to a 

local food bank.  This year on 

Sunday, February 7 SPLC 

voted with their change and 

cash and chose the Denver 

Broncos to win (which they 

did).  You raised $345.78 

which will be given to 

Hastings Family Service!  

Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

 
 

 

 

VIA De CRISTO RETREAT - Via De Cristo 

(translated "The Way of Christ") is a full 3 days of retreat 

for adults seeking spiritual growth.  You will enjoy many 

lay and pastoral speakers, music, fellowship and have fun 

all the while being blessed with a mountain of food-for-

thought.  You will find that your Via De Cristo experience 

encourages a new awareness of living in God's love and 

grace! 

 

Run similar to a "church lock-in", the Via De Cristo's 

participants eat and sleep at the host church.  Adults of all 

ages and from all of life's varied journeys are welcomed. 

The retreat begins on a Thursday night and runs through 

Sunday afternoon.  Held three times annually in the metro 

area at varied locations, two weekends are usually 

scheduled in succession.  The first weekend is scheduled 

for men.  The following weekend is scheduled for women. 

The next set of retreats will be held at Zion Lutheran 

Church in Cottage Grove:   Thursday evening, June 9 - 

Sunday afternoon, June 12 for men   and   Thursday 

evening, June 16 - Sunday afternoon, June 19 for women.    

 

More information is available on the St Philip's hallway 

bulletin board, by contacting Paul/Carol Hellen (437-1702) 

or any member who has previously attended the weekend 

retreat.  You will value, we guarantee, what you learn and 

experience through the Via De Cristo program!  The Via 

De Cristo community looks forward to sharing our 

stories with you.  Our lives and understandings of God's 

loving nature have grown immensely.  You'll be glad you 

came!  

 

 

 

 

Lily Meier and Mary Terhark helped 

collect the cash and change 
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ATTENTION! UPCOMING GARAGE AND 

PLANT SALE JUNE 11, 2016 - St. Philip’s Garage and 

Plant Sale is an all-member effort which demonstrates to 

the community what a beautiful sale can look like. St. 

Philip’s members enjoy the hard work and fellowship of 

each other over a one week period of time before the 

sale.  Physical set up of fixtures, shelves and hangers is 

done on Sunday, June 5 at 11:45 am. Donations may arrive 

Monday, June 6 at 9 am.    

 

The sale benefits St. Philip’s ministries and it benefits those 

with limited means by helping them become owners of 

essential items that improve their lives. The sale also 

brings joy to many who find items they have always 

wanted. It is a very good day for showing hospitality and 

befriending our neighbors.  

 

As members, please begin setting aside things you are 

ready to live without. Volunteers do the pricing. We 

cannot receive sale items until one week before the sale. 

Sometimes a fellow member is able to store something 

until sale time.  Questions may be directed to Glenda 

Schnirring.  

 

For those of you who are new, St. Philip’s does not sell 

holiday items or large appliances at the sale. Furniture 

needs to be in reasonably good condition. Goods we 

cannot sell are donated to the Salvation Army which also 

has its standards. 

 

Categories of our sales departments are: 

Home Essentials (kitchen and cooking items) 

Linens and things (blankets, curtains, pillows, towels.  

bedding) 

Books (not textbooks) DVDs  

Home Beautiful (lamps, pictures, artifacts) 

Children’s (clothing through teen years plus toys) 

Puzzles and Games, light play equipment for 

outdoors (no exercise equipment) 

Adult Clothing and Shoes Jewelry and 

Accessories  

Furniture (can’t be broken) no large wall units  

Lawn, Garden, Tools, outdoor furniture and 

grills, power mowers  

Antiques and Collectibles  

Perennial Plants and some annuals  

 

The first group planning meeting for the sale is Thursday, 

March 31 at 6:30 pm.  This meeting is for all former garage 

and plant sale volunteers plus anyone who has not been 

able to help other years but is ready to help now.   A total 

of two meetings are held, March 31, and a second in early 

May.  With the help and energy of our members plus their 

generous donations this can and will be another successful 

annual event. Proceeds of $17,000 can be expected when 

compared to earlier years. This will be the 12th sale.  

Questions may be directed to Glenda Schnirring, 437-

6246 or Kathy Stockman 437-9702 for Garage Sale items 

and Geneva Weisser 437-7655 for plant questions.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS FOR ELIGIBLE 

THRIVENT MEMBERS - Are you an eligible Thrivent 

member with Choice Dollars available to direct?  Each 

year, eligible Thrivent members are designated Choice 

Dollars based on their qualifying insurance premiums, 

contract values and volunteer leadership.  If you are an 

eligible Thrivent member with Choice Dollars available to 

designate, you can help strengthen our community by 

directing to St. Philip's Lutheran Church. 

 

Thank you to those members who participated in the 

Thrivent Choice program and helped support our church's 

mission by directing Choice Dollars. 

 

Choose to make a difference by directing Choice Dollars 

Today.  Simply visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn 

more and find program terms and conditions. 

 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS NEEDED.  St. 

Philip’s has provided a team of drivers twice a month to 

deliver meals to people who are shut-in and unable to 

prepare their own.  Meals on Wheels is one reason some 

people are able to remain in their homes after becoming 

limited in their physical abilities. If you are interested in 

joining the team contact Pat Kohn at 651-428-6065. 

 

 

 

 

Neil Misegades, Lois Wroge, Sharon Glade and Geneva 

Weisser shown under the plant sale tent in 2014.  Plant 

sales in 2015 far exceeded $4,000. 
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ST. PHILIP’S 49th ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING  

President Beth Fahlstrom convened St. Philips’ annual 

business meeting on February 7. The quorum was met 

with 87 eligible voters. Officers were elected and a budget 

was approved for 2016.  Nominating and audit committees 

were also elected for 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gal-leaders enjoying lunch together, Lisa Bergert, (partial 

view), Katy Lindberg, Connie Ball, Mary Rock and Barb 

Jorenby 

Enjoying lunch together are Art Luedtke, Karen and Paul 

Swanstrom along with Camille and Darryl Nelson 

Parents of Pastor Geier, Dorothy and Ed Geier, from 

California enjoyed the potluck as visitors to Hastings and  

St. Philip’s.  The congregation enjoyed meeting them. 

Elected officers of the 2016 Church Council are Beth 

Fahlstrom, President; Denny Kohn, VP (new); LuAnn Buck, 

Personnel; Judy Hansen, Treasurer; Al Todnem, Serving 

Ministries; Megan Boatman, Communications, Marketing 

and Technology (new); Camille Johnson, Learning Ministry 

(new) and ex-officio member Pastor Gregory Geier. Not 

pictured are Kara Terhark, secretary (new) and Becky 

Raimann, worship ministry (new) 

President Beth Fahlstrom offers the thanks of the 

congregation to outgoing officers, Beth Vaughan, 

secretary; Donnie Richards, VP; Rick Carlson, 

Communications, Marketing and Technology and 

Marge Peterson, Worship and Music 
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LADIES FUN NIGHT RECAP - On Friday, February 5 

the Caring Ministries hosted their annual Ladies Fun Night. 

The events included Card Making by Brenda Arndtson, 

Yoga by Susan Nelson, Chair Massages by Ann Fischer and 

Shannon Koch. The evening ended with the infamous 

White Elephant Game!  
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   Pastorgordon@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

Wednesday Lenten Service: 7:00 pm 

Sunday:  8:30 and 10:30 am 
Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the month  

 

Christian Education: 

Sunday School:  9:40-10:25 am 

Sunday Adult Education:  9:40-10:25 am 

Confirmation:  Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


